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Q2 Social Event Recap
GCSB’s Heritage Club 
celebrated a wonderful 
second quarterly meeting 
on Wednesday, June 4,  
2025. A great crowd 
gathered in the Barnett 
Room at the Guthrie Center 
GCSB location for a morning 
of fellowship, food, and fun.
The event featured JoAnn 
Johnson, Co-Chair of the 
Panora Garden Club, who 
shared her expert tips for 
creating eye-catching 
container gardens. A special 
congratulations goes out to 
Linda Kastner, who was the 
lucky winner of the beautiful 
container garden JoAnn 
put together! In addition, 
GCSB Fraud Specialists 
Kelly Mleynek and Tiffany 
Steensen were on hand 

to provide a valuable 
update on the latest fraud 
prevention tips.
The $300 Money Bag 
drawing kept everyone on 
the edge of their seats, but 
unfortunately, the name 
drawn for the jackpot was 
not present to claim the 
prize. Better luck next time!
As always, the meeting 
also included delicious 
refreshments, a community 
event calendar, and 
information on upcoming 
Heritage Club travel 
opportunities. But, as  
many agreed, the best 
part was the chance to 
reconnect with friends and 
enjoy the strong sense 
of community that the 
Heritage Club embodies.

Mark Your Calendars:  
Q3 Social Event
Our next Heritage Club 
gathering is on Thursday, 
September 4, 2025, at 
10:00 a.m. in the GCSB 
Barnett Room.
The Money Bag jackpot has 
now grown to $350 since we 
had no winner last quarter. 
Remember, you must be 
present to win. 

This quarter, we are excited 
to welcome Mary Jo 
Laughery, who will join us to 
share the story and history 
behind Guthrie Center’s 
famous Christmas Lights 
in the Park. It’s sure to get 
us all in the holiday spirit! 
GCSB will share some of  
the latest fraud prevention 
tips to help keep you safe 
and informed.

A full room enjoyed container garden tips from 
JoAnn Johnson and a prize for Linda Kastner.

GCSBank.com/heritage-club

Panama Canal Cruise
Feb. 10-27, 2026

JUST RELEASED! 2026 HERITAGE CLUB TRIPS
Contact Gayle at 641-755-4023 or G.Shackelford@gcsbank.com for registration and with questions.

Virginia: Heart of 
American Heritage
April 13-19, 2026

Chicago Christmas
Dec. 2-5, 2026

We anticipate the 2026 trips to fill up fast, so don’t delay — register for trips early!

Iceland’s Magical 
Northern Lights
Oct. 19-25, 2026 
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From the Desk of 
GAYLE SHACKELFORD

NEXT HERITAGE CLUB KEY DATES & EVENTS:

Hello Heritage Club Members!
I hope you’ve all been enjoying the beautiful summer months! 
What a memorable season it’s been for the Heritage Club, 
filled with travel and great company. Our recent Mystery Trip 
to Nebraska was a true adventure, taking members from the 
treetops at Arbor Day Farm to the stage with MJ The Musical and 
through the historic sites of Omaha. My family-favorite Wacky 
Cake (see recipe in the next column) was enjoyed by all as we 
celebrated Karen Esslinger’s birthday while on tour. In July, 
another group was treated to breathtaking mountain vistas and 
incredible experiences on our Rails Through the Scenic Canadian 
Rockies journey.  From amazing gardens to the fabulous Rocky 
Mountaineer train, to the icefields, to beautiful Lake Louise and 
Banff, to the thrilling gondola ride up Sulphur Mountain, it was a 
wonderful time of shared experiences and fun!
Looking ahead, I’m so excited to announce that we have 
just released our incredible lineup of 2026 tours! Be sure 
to check out the details on our upcoming trips, including a 
Panama Canal Cruise, a special trip to Virginia to celebrate 
America’s 250th birthday, a magical journey to Iceland to see 
the Northern Lights and a festive Chicago Christmas getaway. 
To learn more about these exciting adventures, be sure to join 
us and Star Destinations for a 3-Tour Travel Show on Wed., 
Sept. 10 at our Guthrie Center location. A second Travel Show 
with Collette Travel will be held Tues., Nov. 18, for specific  
information on our Iceland tour.  Also, back by popular  
demand ... I’m working on another Mystery Trip for an overnight 
(or maybe 2-night?) adventure in the summer of 2026.  
(Don’t even ask me where we’ll be going! 😊) These trips  
are all about creating lasting memories together,  
and I encourage you to join us! I look forward to  
seeing you all at our next quarterly meeting  
on Sept. 4. Happy travels!

2026 3-TOUR TRAVEL SHOW
September 10, 2025,  4:30 p.m.
Barnett Room, GCSB, Guthrie Center

September

10
WEDNESDAY

–	Gayle: 641-755-4023 or 
G.Shackelford@gcsbank.com

View tour brochures with  
details, itineraries & more at  
GCSBank.com/heritage-club

GCSB Heritage Club’s recent adventures!

DISCOVER REFLECTIONS OF ITALY 
PRE-TRAVEL MEETING
October 1, 2025,  4:00 p.m.
Barnett Room, GCSB, Guthrie Center

October

1
WEDNESDAY

November

18
TUESDAY

TRY THIS RECIPE! 
WACKY CAKE
Ingredients:
•	 3 cups flour
•	 1 tsp salt
•	 2 cups sugar
•	 6 Tbsp cocoa
•	 2 tsp baking soda
•	 2 Tbsp vinegar
•	 2 tsp vanilla
•	 10 Tbsp melted  
butter/margarine

•	 2 cups water

Sift all dry ingredients together into 
a large mixing bowl. Make three 
holes in the dry mixture. Put the 
vinegar in one, the vanilla in another, 
and the butter in the third hole. Pour 
two cups of water over dry mixture 
and stir well. Bake in 9x13 greased 
and floured cake pan at 350o until 
inserted toothpick comes out clean. 
While still warm, frost with the 
following chocolate icing:

Chocolate Icing for Wacky Cake:
•	 1 cup sugar
•	 1/4 cup milk
•	 1/4 cup butter/ 
margarine

•	 1/4 cup cocoa

Boil 1 minute; 
beat until thick. 
Spread on the 
cake and enjoy!

3RD QUARTER HERITAGE CLUB SOCIAL EVENT
September 4, 2025,  10:00 a.m.
Barnett Room, GCSB, Guthrie Center

September

4
THURSDAY

October

28
TUESDAY

2026 ICELAND MAGICAL NORTHERN LIGHTS  
TOUR TRAVEL SHOW 
November 18, 2025, 3:00 p.m.,  
Barnett Room, GCSB, Guthrie Center

ANNUAL HERITAGE CLUB APPRECIATION DINNER
October 28, 2025, 5:30 p.m. Social, 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner @ Guthrie County Fairgrounds Event Hall 
Tickets available starting 9/15/25 at  
both GCSB locations

DISCOVER REFLECTIONS OF ITALY 
TRAVEL TOUR
October 29 – November 7, 2025

October

29
WEDNESDAY

Note: I often double the chocolate  
frosting! Yum!


